Dear Sill,

Winter camp and dritt has boat ended and with the comix of sammer comelh Uhe secesk, Ju
ranks kas bix growic tharks to brather Stantey s recrattiv efforts, Mary a xew recrait shoalll
[inst see the pirate-saddled ebephant soon enuf.

We kad var bast company deill on The banke of Dresang Kur, 71 keep the luds ety
Capte Dowp had a contest ox boadiv and fivik, Fa of course, qpon keainp suck, issued Staart a guaker
g 0 as 1ot lo hart hisself or anyone else; we all remenber the hot herd roand Greenbushl/

Capty had ws fire Uhree rounds per triad] The three trial witeers were of counse yours
traly, private Charles and brother Stuntey. The thind trial [ ad o borrow rounds from brother
Slosk, and knew rit aﬁ lroable was pendr, Anowin Sosh doesn ¢ ﬁ*& mach, kis powder was aged
ad fermented, Bein Fa's fimst-born, gou can imagix my confusion with fermentation ix we moath axd
nat indelivg, Of the Utree trial winners, brother Stuntey kad the fastest line, turrakl/ It was a
proud roment for the family, especially Pu; look out M, Jameson/

There was a parade ix Oshkash that some of as marched v, Ore word may best desoribe it:
bibticat, Kaowing how well versed and lerned you are i Uhe good book with the story of Mook, you
need 1o further explainiv, [ mit add that the ixjun socks you knit me are gute kevy when water-
logped,

Me bagjs plagin iis camin abing, at least The tads are 1o laper rashi offf lo volunteer for
sik diggin detarl when [ pick it ap, [ have started plugin (rish drinki sonps with a tad named Basit
from Comparg K. e i a rit nice folta and lorned o, He uses five elogent words as ke says that
(ish drinkin songs iis redondent ase of lungaage. [ spect when ma says that pa and jameson (s back
on speakin lerms (s redondent G,

Mu@’faﬁ}, ramors kas bix spredin Uhroaph camp Lhal The johunies are favin a go ot
Lseanaba agiv, (f Ui be o we surly with be called forward to battte. May providence be find
loward pa and ki bags, Kit back as soon as gou can boas hame and famity.

Gour loving brother,
Stephar



Deaw Sally,

Hostilitiey have agin begun ay I hay bin -in Escanabotentin in gale
fovce winds: While cugin Basil and I braved the elementy, Stosh and Stuawt were
hold up in avlovly publick house: Stanley way away on leave and way spected.
buck ovw the movrow. Pay; that hardy old mar, enduwred the winds as did I.
However ow the movrow, some would contend-he way in the comforting
embrace of o midnight maider

The following morw Basil was tendin the fire withe no beloved: camp
cookie present ov accounted forv. Breakfost way hardfack; jerky and coffee; I
shuwr misst Stanley rit off. When pavarose from his tent, there in the entry
way wag ar empty bottle of jameson and some French trolup’s fancy
underdrawers. A course gossip spred like jameson marmalade that pa way
makin time with a tawdry towt. The truth beknown however was that the
French lineny belomged to- private Mad Dog: The trulhv caume to- Light later
whew like delicatey were discovered in the privale'y tent duwring ingpectiovu

The remainder of the day we partaked in drill, pastryy and stew. We did
have o minor skirmish- with- afew rebs. We attacked and drove them from v
fence-line capturing a-cannon: After the skirmish my leawe way granted and I
obliged with afare thee well: Sally, the: remainder of thiy letter I did not
witnesy personal Like, but rather the accounty ave tuken from the gospely of
Sainty Stosh; Stanley and Basil:

After my departure; avrowh and rupshun soow began; as Basil so-elegantly
spake it. Stosh called Stanley an “Irish frog”, upon which true testiment of our
Irish ancestory swiftly ensued: With alepracow -like prance; Stanley pounced. .
uponwStosi’y rear and flank: Ay from experience; Stuart began takin oddy and
wagery but before riches could be had; pa-broke up the donny-brook: Mathen
assailed Stanley with atongue lashin; aye flevce but atrifle to-the whackin
spoon.. Basil then overheard Matell both Stanley and Stosh;” why can’t yow
two be more like Stephan; agentleman with no-guile or vices!”

Captn Doug had another contest of loadin and firin from which a new top
gunw way nauned Cpl Big Jinu Captn then challenged Big Jim and to-the
company’y amagement Captn Doug wovu Captn may ay well put away his parlor
pistol and take up the rifle like bonnie lads do-

The remainder of the eve way festive and I hear tell there way another
pirate siten. Mad Doy claimed to- have seen the aperishuun wuich to-CpLED sy
exulting Knowin however that Mad Dog owng; proy tell dong French trolup
underdrawery and that Cpl Ed - has bin known to drink an entive confederate
regiment intor submisshun, the stovy lacky some merit.

o stiv within our family. Stosh- was agin capturved; but his repuloshun aythe
young Johwnny abuser of Coon'Valley, granted hinv good riddance from hiy relel
abductors. Stanley recd ahead wound and at the surgeon’s tent he claims an
angel named Mildred tenderly caressed hinm back to-health: Cugin Basil says he
went hand to- hand with a relr and way knocked silly, aye but a-wee stroll for
Basili Pavand Stuawt nuust have duwn rit brave work as the reby sledaddled.



Before the:company broke camp to-pursue the rebsy; o magical event
happened best told poetically.

With e song of Eriwv invhis-heart

And Irish lomericky to- impart

He had a brogue so-rich and true
The bonnie lad named Basil McHugh

He strove bout camp with gifty to-bestow
Aye St. Patrick he be; the tule betold
The oleeharp of Erinblagoned hiy chest
Shone bright ay pa’y eyesy at a-whisky fest

e danced afine jig withvfairy Light feet
Passirnvoul gifty; Irish- music so-sweet -
“Praise be me lads; fore thee well and-adeaw”
Neler shall we forget St Basil McHugh:

Well Sally me pencil is but o nubbin so I shall say my adeaw: This betwo
lettery that I have sent withy nary ovrespovise from yow: -

Sincerely your brother,
e e e e e e — e __._____s@p.}.m'f—___ s



